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The Moment We Changed What Felt Obvious
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We accept many things as a given simply because they are familiar. A way of doing
things repeated over many years eventually becomes the standard, and that
standard is rarely questioned. But a small inconvenience or a passing question can
make us look at a familiar scene from a different angle. The moment we begin to
question what once felt obvious, unexpected change begins. Here are stories from
people who took another look at the standards they had never thought to doubt.
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LIFE IS ORANGE

| used to love new things. Growing up near the underground
shopping arcade at Express Bus Terminal, | found myself
there all the time. Tempted by the latest arrivals, | would buy
clothes on my way home from work, promising myself | would
wear them for years. But by the next year, somehow, | would
no longer reach for them. In a world constantly calling for
what is fast, trendy, and new, and in the advertising industry
at the very center of it, | think my body naturally gravitated
toward new things. Even when something was only slightly
out of fashion, | would let it go easily and fill my cart with
something new. Then one day, | began to wonder whether this
was really right. Just as | was growing tired of my repeated
pattern of consumption, flea markets caught my eye.

On the tables at the flea market, an entirely different world
unfolded. Unlike brand-new items fresh from the factory,
prim and almost devoid of personality, the objects there
each carried their own warmth. Vintage plates marked by
someone’s touch, objects wearing the traces of time like
medals, and one-of-a-kind figurines that had long since been
discontinued. The pieces | discovered as if on a treasure hunt
revealed the power of originality, something no new product
could imitate. And as | listened to the stories behind them, |
would imagine the scenes they came from and find myself
quietly moved.

As | began visiting flea markets more often, my attitude
toward life and work also changed. My view of consumption
shifted as well. It was no longer about buying things, but

EXPERIENCE

about bringing them into my life. Even when choosing a
single cup for my home, | began to think about my own taste,
something not easily replaced, and discovered the pleasure of
shaping a space that felt truly mine.

In the recently aired drama <Everyone Is Fighting Their Own
Worthlessness>, Hwang Dongman appears throughout the
series wearing a coat with bullet holes, which he bought at a
flea market in Berlin. He says it once belonged to a Russian
soldier during World War I, a piece of clothing that stood at
the center of history, and wears it like battle gear whenever
something important happens. Later, when the coat tears
and he discovers a stamp reading Made in China, 1998, he is
disheartened. But soon, he comes to love the coat even more
for the twist that has been added to its story.

In the drama, he says that our work is story. That without
story, life is over. | feel the same way. In the past, my eye was
drawn to films with unfamiliar, fresh visuals | had never seen
before. Now, | find myself drawn more to footage without a
script, without direction, without embellishment. | have come
to understand that sincere stories with a human touch carry
far greater power,

We live in a world filled with the compulsion to be new every
day. When everyone is chasing the new and the trendy, what
if we stepped into the middle of stories, like those found at
a flea market? The joy of discovering a treasure that is truly
your own there is far more wonderful than you might expect.
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LIFE IS ORANGE

As someone from the generation that grew up listening

to Lee Seung-gi’s “Because You're My Woman”, | faithfully
followed the social rule of the early 2000s that when dating
an older woman, you must never call her “Noona”. That is
how | successfully became a couple with the woman who is
now my wife, For more than ten years after that, | continued
dating this “Noona” while calling her “You”. Time passed, and
eventually the moment came for us to make our wedding
invitations.

| was entering the information for the invitation. On the
website, the groom’s name was naturally placed on the left
and the bride’s name on the right. Then a thought suddenly
occurred to me. Isn’t it proper etiquette to write the older
person’s name first? After all, throughout our relationship,
she had been my senior and my greatest mentor. Wasn't
it only natural for her name to appear before mine on the
invitation? Wasn’t forcing the bride’s name to come later a
kind of discrimination created by stereotype? | told my wife
| wanted to correct this problem. Strictly, solemnly, and
seriously.

“Do whatever you want.”

With her lukewarm permission granted, | ordered the
invitations by entering my wife’s name under groom and my
name under bride. That way, the left and right sides would

come out reversed.

Within ten minutes, the wedding invitation company called.
They were checking whether | might have entered the bride
and groom the wrong way around. | told them it was correct
and asked them to proceed. The staff member said they
understood and hung up. Two hours later, they called again.
They asked whether the bride’s name was really “Jun Joon-
Suk.” So | gave them a long explanation, saying, “We are a
younger man and older woman couple, and | believe the bride,
who is my senior in life, should be listed first on the wedding
invitation. My wife has agreed to this as well.” The staff
member said they understood, told me they would print and

EXPERIENCE

send the invitations, and the call ended.

At 11 p.m., my smartphone started ringing again. Really,
was this something worth pushing back on this much?
Preparing myself once more to fight the prejudices of the
world, | answered the call. The person on the line was the
owner of the wedding invitation company. His tone was very
careful. He began by saying that he fully understood my
thinking, and that there were quite a few couples who felt
the same way | did. The issue, he explained, was that when
parents from both families handed out wedding invitations
to their acquaintances, some older people would talk behind
their backs, saying the parents had not even noticed the
invitation was printed incorrectly. So he suggested printing
two versions, one with the names in the original order and
one with the left and right sides reversed. One version could
be given to our parents, and we could hand out the revised

version ourselves.

A few days later, | received the invitations printed in both
versions, In truth, only about three out of ten people who
received the invitation noticed that the bride’s name was on
the left.

This whole incident, as flat as a soda gone fizzy, became
a meaningful experience for me. From time to time, | still
think back on the thoughtful suggestion made by the
owner of the wedding invitation company. Along with a little
embarrassment at myself, for feeling as if | had made some
grand change just by switching the order of our names. Even
so, | still think our wedding invitation was pretty great. (I feel
the same way even now, as | pull it out again while writing
this.) And although only three out of ten people noticed, those
who did supported our little attempt at change. Well, maybe
that is enough. A change that three out of ten people can
relate to.

As | was writing this, | looked up how much wedding invitation
companies have changed these days, and one company’s

wording caught my eye.

[Enter Groom’s Name]

In general, the names of the groom and the groom’s
parents are placed on the left or at the top. If you would
like to change this, please call the number below after

completing the form.

[Enter Bride’s Name]

In general, the names of the bride and the bride’s
parents are placed on the right or at the bottom. If you
would like to change this, please call the number below
after completing the form.
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A few years ago, | was in a car accident. Nothing catastrophic

| walked away from it — but my back never quite returned
to what it was before. For a long time afterward, | carried a
low-grade ache that | had simply filed away as a fact of life.
That is the thing about pain you can explain. It loses its signal
value. It becomes background noise — always on, never
interpreted.
What | did not realize was how much that background
noise was shaping everything else. | started working out
consistently about two years ago, for reasons that had
nothing to do with any of this. Within a few weeks, the back
pain had largely resolved. And then, quietly, things started
to shift. The edge | had normalized as my baseline at work
the low-level friction that | had written off as personality or
circumstance — began to lift.
It was only in its absence that | could see what it had been
doing all along.
I had been operating with an incomplete signal set. The data |
was using to understand my own performance had a gap in it

a variable | had classified as inert and stopped measuring.
And because | had stopped measuring it, | had been drawing
the wrong conclusions from everything else.
| work in programmatic advertising, which means | spend
a significant portion of my professional life thinking about
signals — what data to collect, what it means, how to act on
it. A campaign we ran in 2022 reminded me that the signals
you are not collecting can be just as consequential as the
ones you are.

EXPERIENCE

We were running national programmatic media for a luxury
automotive brand. The goal was straightforward: drive
conversions. We had strong audience data, solid targeting,
and a well-structured campaign.

What we had overlooked was whether the cars we were
advertising were actually available to buy. When we mapped
our spend against real vehicle availability by market, the gap
was significant. Money was flowing into markets with almost
no cars to sell, and being withheld from markets where
inventory was sitting and waiting for buyers. We revised
the system, shifting dollars toward the places where the
opportunity was real and away from the places where it was
not.

The results were meaningful. But what stayed with me more
than the results was the experience of watching a campaign
transform not because we had optimized harder, but
because we had finally asked the right question. We had not
changed our strategy. We had changed our signal set. And
that single addition — one variable we had never thought to
measure — changed the picture entirely.

What both of these experiences taught me is that the most
consequential questions are often not the ones about how to
solve the problem, but about whether the problem you have
defined is the actual problem.

The brief always needs questioning. Especially the one you
write for yourself,

Sometimes the most important signal is the one you stopped
measuring because you thought you already understood it.
And sometimes, when you finally add it back in, you do not
just solve the problem you were looking at.

You find out what the problem actually was.
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“Life is like an orange.”
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Orange is born at the place where the distinctive red and yellow meet.

INNOCEAN Magazine’s editorial department publishes new issues every season with the
colors of INNOCEAN, which embraces people and the fusion of the world.

A world is full of inspiration and experiences that cannot be defined in a word.

What kind of life does that person to think of like that? {Life is Orange) is an

inspiration guide of INNOCEAN, looks into advertising trends and creators’ daily lives.



